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NJDOT and the New Jersey Pinelands 
Commission have partnered to “go native” 


NJDOT, along with the New ‘ma hl 4 
Jersey Pinelands Commission, has 7 
devised a list of best practices for 
better protecting and promoting 
native vegetation along highways 
and streets in the 1 million-acre, 
environmentally sensitive Pinelands 
region. 

Most of the recommendations 
involve mowing less frequently and 
in smaller areas along the shoulders 
of roads and planting native species 
of grass and plants to stabilize soils. 
By mowing less, native plants have 
a chance to blossom and seed and 
are less likely to be overrun by non- 
native invading plants, which provide 
fewer wildlife habitats and can harm 
the environment. 

“The Office of Landscape 
Architecture is working at the 
intersection of Route 70 Eastbound 
and New Road in Southampton 


Township. This project is to be constructed utilizing the concerns relative to roadside shoulders,” said Rich 
Good Neighbor Landscape Contract and its purpose Attenello. “It is also intended to discourage vehicles 
is to demonstrate a different approach to roadside traveling north on New Road from cutting across the 
management intended to protect and promote native southeast quadrant of the intersection to head east on 
Pinelands vegetation while addressing traffic safety Route 70.” 


The guidelines were researched and 

Best Management Procies written over the course of a year with input 
from scientists and the Pinelands Preservation 
Alliance, a nonprofit group that acts as a 
watchdog and advocate for the protection of the 
Pinelands. 

NJDOT has also agreed to follow the 
guidelines along heavily traveled Route 72, 
which connects the county with the Jersey Shore; 
and Burlington County has already applied 
some of the reduced mowing recommendations 
along some highways, notably Route 563. 

The reduced mowing guidelines are both 
environmentally friendly and economical. 

“Motorists along the highways may notice 
some changes with the natural beauty of the 
Pinelands enhanced by using native plants, but __ 


without sacrificing safety,” said Attenello 


NJDOTers graduate with Masters 
Certificate in Project Management 


Fourteen NJDOT employees 
recently earned their Masters 
Certificate in Project Management 
and many will go on to become 
certified Project Management 
Professionals (PMP). 

The Program Management 
Office (PMO) in the Division of 
Capital Program Support annually 
selects project management 


training courses relevant to 
transportation industry trends and 
offers this training to employees 
involved in the delivery of capital 
projects. This instructor-led, 
on-site training is provided by 
Project Management College™ 
and provides project engineers, 
project and program managers 
and project coordinators the 


opportunity to strengthen their 
management skills for better project 
results. 

The PMP accreditation is 
recognized by government and 
corporate organizations both 
nationally and internationally 
and is administered by the Project 
Management Institute® which sets 
the criteria for becoming a PMP. 


Pictured with their PM College Master’s Certificates (left to right) Eric Johnson, Nai Ng, Olayinka Olanipekun, Roland Bisda, 
Hanaa Assad, Kunal Kaushal, Vandna Patel, Lynn Middleton, Aarti Gupta, Sue Leedom, Douglas Dillon, Claudette Bailey, 
Cheryl Taliaferro and Andrew Yorke (not pictured). 


Pankesh Patel honored by 
American Society of Civil Engineers 


Pankesh Patel of Project 


Management was recently awarded 


the Government Engineer of the Year 
from the New Jersey Central Branch 
of the American Society of Civil 


Brian Mausert, President of the Central 
New Jersey Branch of the ASCE presents 
Pankesh Patel his award. 


Engineers on May 18. The annual 
award is based on nominations 
from the 1,900 member 
organization. 

“It is a credit to Pankesh’s 
hard work and dedication as a 
manager that makes this award 
a fitting tribute. We congratulate 
him on this great achievement,” 
said Dave Lambert. 

Pankesh has managed a broad 
range of highway, bridge, traffic 
and civil engineering infrastructure 
projects through scope, design, 
and construction. Some of his high 
profile projects include: Route 36 
Highlands Bridge Replacement, 
Route I-295 Sec. 2E, 2F & 2J, 

Route 70 over Manasquan River 
Bridge, and now the Route 72 over 
Manahawkin Bay Bridges project. 
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NJDOT submits the proposed 
Transportation Capital Program for 2011 


NJDOT submitted the Proposed Transportation 
Capital Program for NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT in the 
amount of $3.54 billion for the fiscal year starting 
July 1, 2010. 

“The spending plan includes a $200 million state- 
funded Local Aid component and approaches last 
year’s $3.6 billion program despite an enormously 
challenging budget environment,” said NJDOT 
Commissioner Jim Simpson. “The program advances 
or launches major investments that will benefit 
commuters, enhance the quality of life for residents 
and strengthen the state’s business climate for years to 
come.” 

The proposed program relies on $1.6 billion from 
the New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund Authority 
(TTFA), $1.72 billion from Federal sources and $220 
million from other sources. The proposed program 
reflects intensive discussions with officials from the 
state’s three Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(MPOs), legislative leaders and others. 

NJDOT’s $2.19 billion proposed capital program 
includes $1 billion in revenue from the TTF and $1.12 
billion from the federal government. The TTF will 
support $200 million in Local Aid grants that help 
counties and municipalities advance transportation 
projects without imposing a burden on local taxpayers. 
The $200 million matches usual funding levels, 
excluding last-year’s one-time $50 million boost in 
support. Including federal dollars, local systems 
support in FY 11 will reach $413 million for NJDOT and 
$471 million overall. 


NJDOT Highlights 

¢ More than $714 million for state and local bridges 

* $437 million for congestion-relief program including 
infrastructure projects and traffic management systems 

¢ $191 million for pavement reconstruction and repaving 

¢ $99 million for multimodal investments supporting 
maritime, freight and rail initiatives as well as bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements 

¢ $84 million for safety programs that target high-hazard 
corridors and a range of pedestrian safety initiatives 

e An additional $144 million in federal support further 
boosts the program total, enabling NJDOT to advance 
10 additional state-of-good-repair and resurfacing 
projects in FY 11 


NJ TRANSIT’s $1.35 billion proposed capital program 
includes $600 million from the TTF and $600 million from 
federal sources. 


NJ TRANSIT Highlights 
¢ More than $1 billion for state-of-good-repair projects, 
preventive maintenance, ongoing replacement of 
almost 1,400 buses, track replacement, signal upgrades, 
overhead power upgrades and rail and bus station and 
terminal improvements 
¢ Almost $300 million for ongoing expansion projects 
including the Mass Transit Tunnel, the Portal Bridge 
replacement project and the extension of the Hudson- 
Bergen Light Rail Line to 8th Street in Bayonne 
The entire Proposed Fiscal Year 2011 Capital Program 
is available on NJDOT’s web site and is organized by 
project, county and route. 
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Barbara DeLucia honored by 
Association of Government mecouniant= 


Barbara DeLucia, Manager of Fiscal Resources for the Bureau of 
Accounting Operations, was recently given the 2010 Achievement of the Year 
award by the Trenton Chapter of the Association of Government Accountants. 

“This award recognizes Barbara’s leadership and outstanding 
achievement in developing, implementing and improving the financial 
management functions as they relate to accounts payable efforts within the 
Department,” said Judith Sigle. 

Barbara was instrumental in providing senior leadership with 
performance metrics for incoming Capital construction program invoices, 
updating accounting procedures for the Construction and Consultant 
payment process, expediting audit reviews for contracting, funding and 
costing, developing templates for payment control spreadsheets, developing 
a system for at-risk interest payments and many other accounting Judith Sigle (left) along with Barbara 
components. Delucia as she holds her award. 


New Jersey wins Bronze award as a Bicycle 
Friendly State by the League of American Bicyclists 


New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) _ has recently finalized a 'Complete Streets' policy to ensure 
Commissioner Jim Simpson recently announced that that all future roadway improvement construction projects 
New Jersey has received a Bronze award as a Bicycle include safe accommodations for all users, including 
Friendly State by the League of American Bicyclists. bicyclists, pedestrians, transit riders and the mobility 
This is the first time that New Jersey has received impaired. 
such a designation. The BFS program links the League’s work 

To coincide with Bike to Work Week, the at the federal level and community advocacy 
League of American Bicyclists released its third throughout the nation and recognizes states 
annual Bicycle Friendly State (BFS) rankings on that actively support bicycling. The state 
Wednesday, May 19 and announced that New Jersey rankings, first released in 2008 are conducted 
has achieved its highest ever ranking of 8th in annually. The BFS rankings are based on a 95-item 
the nation in regard to favorable conditions for i questionnaire that evaluates a state’s commitment 
bicyclists. The award recognizes New Jersey to bicycling and covers six key areas: legislation, 
for its initiatives and progress to become more policies and programs, infrastructure, education 
bicycle-friendly. and encouragement, evaluation and planning, and 

“NJDOT has made great strides to improve enforcement. The League offers feedback and technical 
the conditions on our roadways for bicyclists as assistance to states in an effort to improve their ranking 


well as pedestrians,” Simpson said. “The Department as well as overall conditions for bicycling. The rankings 
continues to invest in intersection and roadway are used to create healthy competition among states and 
improvements statewide that are designed to keep our = communities to become more bicycle friendly. The League 
pedestrians and bicyclists safe.” also designates Bicycle Friendly 


As previously reported in the Transporter, NJDOT | Communities. 


Obituaries 

Retiree Paul Mansfield Adams, Sr. passed Evaluation. She is survived by her fiancé, Steven Storey; 
away on May 14, 2010. He is survived by his wife, her Aunt Beverly; her Uncle Ivan; and many cousins and 
Catherine; his two sons, Paul and Osceola; his dear friends. 
brother, Clifford; his four grandchildren, Vashti, Retiree John “Jack” Kerr, Sr. passed away May 23, 2010. 
Leta, Osceola and Casey; and several nieces and He retired as a Truck Driver, Single Axle, in Region 1, now the 
nephews. Central Region Office. He is survived by his wife, Phyllis; his 


Employee Victoria Young passed away on May sons, John and David; his brother, Robert; his sister, Erma; his 
20, 2010. She was a Senior Technician, Management _five grandchildren, Cody, Brittany, Jessie, Kyra and Jaden; and 
Information Systems in Design Services, Structural several nieces and nephews. 


